LUMBAR DISC LESIONS by unknown
FlTBERCLE BACILLUS AND LABORATORY METHODS IN TUBER-
CULOSIS. B3y M. A. Soltys, Ph.D., D.M. Vet., in collaboration with C. A.
Hill, M.B., Ch.B., and I. Ansell, M.D., M.R.C.P. (Pp. vii + 212; figs. 12.
20s.). Edinburgh: E. & S. Livingstone, 1952.
T HIS iS .A very interesting book. It is divided into two main sections - one on the tubercle
bacillus and one on laborator-y methods. The section on the tubercle bacillus gives a
most interesting and comprehensive survey of the great amount of wvork that has been done on
the characteristics of the organism-its mo)rphology, the cultural characteristics of its various
types, its pathogenicity for (lifferent animals and its virulence, and an account of chemical
structure. It is a good summnary of present knowledge, and slhows the complexity of the subject
and the varying opinions held. In a book of this size only a failrly brief resume is possible of
suclh a vast subject, but a good bibliogratphy is given for those who may wish to make a more
detailed study.
The section on Laboratory Methods is comprelhensive and plractical, and most of the wvell-
tried and recommended methods are giv-en. The fact that there are so nmany methods indicates
lhow difficult can be the confirmation of tuberculous infection. Laboratory workers will find
this section useful, though the more experience(d will simplify some of the procedures given. I
wvouldl have liked perhaps some imiore detail of holo to prepalel) various kinds of material for
culture. The chapter- on chemotherapy and anti-biotics is up-to-date and practical, as is also
that on tuberculin and its application. L. V. It.
TEXT-BOOK OF CLINICAL PATlHOLOGY. Edited by S. E. Miller, M.D.
Fourth edition. (Pp. xxvi + 1,060; figs. 208. 68s. 6d.). Lonidon. Bailliire,
Tindall & Cox. 1952.
I'HIS book, formerly known as Kracke and Parker, has, because of the deaths of the previous
authors, been re-edited by l)r. S. E. Miller wvith the aid of a distinguished list of contributors.
Whilst retaining the general for-mat of the original, the outlook of the book has been
re-orientated towards the under-standing and evaluation of technical laboratory procedures
rather than a detailed description of methods.
It is certain that all clinical pathologists will find in this book information of value in their
wvork.
The illustrations are of the very highest quality, although I still consider that helminth ova
and larva are muclh clearer depicted as line drawings and not as photographs.
The production of the book is good, but one hardly expects in a book of this class to find a
section bound upside dow,vn, as in the reviewed copy. In the index of contents also there is a
dearth of full stops, which makes the reading of titles such as "rhe Moloney Test for Detecting
Sensitivity to Diphtheria Toxoid Smallpox Vaccination" sound most odd. The index of contents
also contains no fewer than seven misprints, including that of one of the past editors of the book.
However, these small blemishes, wvhich I am sure will be rectified in future editions, do not
greatly detract from a book of such outstanding merit. M. G. N.
LUMBAR DISC LESIONS. Pathogeniesis and Treatment of Low Back Pain and
Sciatica. J. R. Armstrong, M.D., M.Ch., F.R.C.S. (Pp. viii + 228; figs. 56;
plates 21. 42s.). Edinburgh: E. & S. Livingstone, 1952.
IT was a pleasant task to review this book, written by a Queensman.
Into its 226 pages there is packed a wealth of information about disc lesionls. '11'll eml)ryology,
pathology and treatment are discussed in detail. The results of recent experimental wrork on
the causation of these lesions is included in the general theme, and the various points
emphasized with excellenit diagrams.
The treatment is along the lines adopted by most ortlhopedic surgeons anld neurosurgeons in
this country. The reasons for each stage of treatment are argued with a clarity wvhich can only
191come with long experience. Many forms of popular treatment are dismissed with well-aimed
verbal broadsides. Two chapters are devoted to differential diagnosis. rhe wvork is based on
the author's experience of 1,000 operations for lumbar disc lesions, but he omits to state how
nany cases this represents altogether. However, he mentions that operation is carried out in
somewhere between 10 and 20 per cent of cases, so that he must have seen a veiy large rnulmber
o,f patients with lowv-back pain an(l sciatica.
ThIe aLuthor's style is clear and concise and the book is easily read. At times, he is dogimiatic,
but thlis is a useful stimulus to thought, and will, doubtless, provoke many arguLments.
Thle photographic and X-ray reproductions and the illustrations are excellent, and the whole
produlction is of that high standard expected from E. & S. Livingtone.
Thllis studious and comprehensive volume is strongly recommended to all wxho have to care
for sufferer-s from sciatica and lowv-back l)aini, anid a copy should be added to the libraries of
those speciallly concerntied with this subject. R. I. W.
PORTRAIT OF A SURGEON : A Biography of John Hunter. By Ernest A.
Gray. (Pp. x + 219; plates 18. 16s.). London: Hale. 1952.
J'iiis book should be of interest to all wvho practise, or intend to practise, any branch of medicine.
Against the crowded canvas of the colourful, but often grim, London of the last half of the
eighteenth century the author has depicted not only John Hunter the Surgeon, but also John
Hunter the Biologist and Collector. Indeed, the whole working life of this great man was an
expression of his belief that Nature knows no boundaries and that all Life is one. John Hunter
was a better surgical thinker because he wvas a great biologist. In these days of niarrow specialism
it is vell to be reminded of this.
The author, who is himself a biologist and not a medical man, presents a fascinating picture
of John Huinter as he spent much of the day and night dissecting different species of animals,
recording his data carefully and speculating on all manner of living things and on what they
might teach him of life. He shows us that Hunter, despite his professional success, remained
at hear-t the country lad absorbe(d in the wonderful world of Nature around him. Various
specific examples are given, but the book is less satisfactory when it is concerned to show how
the biologist in Hunter contributed to the development of his surgcial thinking.
This book appears to have been wvritten to interest the non-medical reader, and even the
r-ea(ler not traine(l in biology. This, some tendency to over-dramatise the story and, for the
length of the book, a tendlency to overcrowd the canvas wvith the varied aspects of life in
(eorgian L-ondon, may reduce the value and interest of the book for some medlical readers.
Nevertheless, all medical students and all practitioners willing to admit the importance of biological
thought in medicine wvill profit by reading this book.
REPORT ON A NATIONAL SURVEY CONCERNING PATIENTS WITH
CANCER NURSED AT HOME. By Joint National Cancer Survey Com-
mittee. (Pp. 50. 2s. 6d.). London: Marie Curie Memorial, 124 Sloane Street.
1952.
THE care of the patient wvith inoperable cancer is a recurring problem in hospital and in general
practice. This report (from a Survey of 7,050 such patients from areas throughout Great Britain
and Northern Ireland) gives an analysis of the medical and social problemns encountered by these
patients and by those nursing them at home. These difficulties are comman knowledge to most
doctors in practice, and this survey is the first attempt to assess the extent of the services needed
for these patients in the United Kingdom and to provide a basis for the effective use of the
statutory and voluntary resources available for their relief and welfare. T'he special needs of
the cancer victim nursed at home are discussed in the conclusions, and the special facilities
which statutory and voluntary oragnisations may provide are outlined in an appendix. G. F. A.
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